Directions to Deep Creek
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This map shows the relative location of Deep Creek to its surrounding communities

From the San Bernardino area:

Take the I-15 North approximately 22 miles. Take the Bear Valley Rd exit to Lucerne Valley - go 0.3 miles; Turn
right at Bear Valley Rd - go 9.8 miles and watch for the stop sign shortly after it becomes one lane each way; Turn
right at Central Rd - go 3.0 miles across a railway line and over a steep hill; Turn left at Ocotillo Way - go 2.3 miles
starting on a paved road but turning into a dirt road; Turn right at Bowen Ranch Rd - and drive 6+ miles to Bowen
Ranch.

This is a winding road with blind curves, so drive carefully. After about a mile you will pass this ranch with a tire
fence, a good indicator that you're on the right road. At any forks you should stay right and you will need to cross a
cattle guard after four miles. The road becomes narrow shortly before you reach Bowen Ranch.

Bowen Ranch is a private property and the owner expects you to pay $5.00 per person per day and $7.00 for
overnight camping. If the owner does not come to the door there are some envelopes and pencil on the steps for you
to deposit your payment in the slot on the wall. Then continue down the road for another 0.5 miles to the parking
lot. You will see signs of "No vehicles beyond this point".



The hike is just over 2 miles down to the springs and includes an elevation change of approximately 930 feet.
Follow these markers:

1. Look for the signs that mark the trailhead at the south end
of the parking lot. The trail is clearly marked, and starts off
wide enough to drive a vehicle on.

2. Follow this wide trail until the end of the hill and then look
for the foot path down the hill.

3. This is the marker at the end of the path down the hill. Go
left on the road. Remember to follow the arrow on the
marker on the way back, as this is where visitors most often
get lost.

You will cross a dirt road where you may find some parked
vehicles, this is the official USFS parking lot but you need a
4WD vehicle to reach it.

You will need to walk down the road for about 50 yards, the
trail continues to your right through an opening in the fence,
just before you reach the parking lot

4. From here you are on National Forest Service land and the
trail meanders down the canyon and is easy to follow. After a
1.5 mile hike, the springs are visible ahead and left.




5. There will be a fork in the trail. They both lead to the
springs. The fork to the left leads to a very steep decent and
the right fork is a more gradual slope. Follow this trail down
to the bottom of the hill and then take one of the branches to
your left to the little beach that exists where the trail meets
the creek.

6. Cross to other side. The hot springs are located on the other
side of the creek. Some folks choose to leave all their stuff on
the beach and cross over to the hot pools. Others carry their
stuff to the other side and choose a spot in the rocks or in the
grass. Wherever you choose to leave your stuff the easiest
way to cross the creek is to remove your clothes and wade
across. In winter, the water can be cold, but the hot pools are
waiting to reward you on the other side.




